INDIA
TAILOR - MADE HOLIDAYS

INDIA & KERALA
CONNECTIONS

[2]

ABOUT US

Kerala Connections Ltd was founded in 1998 out of a passion for India. We started as a Kerala specialist
and at that time we were the only tour operator in the UK to do so. Back then few people had heard of
Kerala and visitors to India mostly went to the Golden Triangle/Rajasthan for the culture or Goa for the
beach. Kerala and the adjoining Indian states of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka offer both culture and beach
so holidays to this area have a wide appeal. We quickly became established as the South India specialist.
Our individually created holidays were popular and customers kept coming back so within a few years we
were offering holidays to North India too. We trade under the name of India Connections for our North
India product but we still trade in South India as Kerala Connections for nostalgia and because we are so
well known in the state it seems a shame to lose that connection.
All our holidays are tailor-made. We will work with you establishing your interests and requirements until
the perfect holiday has been created. We try to suggest everything India has to offer – but we like to
think that our holidays are a bit different. If you want large international hotels we can book them for
you – but most of our customers prefer smaller, boutique, privately owned or heritage hotels and many
are requesting guesthouses and homestays. So we make a point of sourcing these types of accommodation
for our customers.
Many of our customers return to us year after year and these regulars, along with people who have been
recommended to us, form the bulk of our clientele.
Diana Syrett
Founder and Managing Director

PLANNING YOUR HOLIDAY

This brochure (together with our website which has even more information) will help you plan your
perfect holiday. All our holidays are tailor-made, which means only you and your travelling companion(s)
will be travelling together. The dates, the routing, the accommodation, the method of travel etc is all
chosen by you. India is such a large and diverse country it may be hard to know what is possible – so we
have created some ‘suggested tours’ to help you get started. These tours may be taken as shown or used
as a starting point for you to create your own holiday. If you would like a more detailed itinerary showing
the accommodation suggested and the activities included – please ask us.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

To make an informed decision about the destination you are considering visiting people should take the
advice of their respective governments. For British citizens that is the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
(FCO). The FCO website gives travel advice (health, safety, security etc) for every country. We
recommend you look at this before booking any holiday and then again before departure.
(https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice)
You should also do your own research on the destinations and the accommodation before you book. We
will do our best to supply you with the perfect holiday – but nobody knows you better than you know
yourself. The internet is a huge resource and can provide you with more information and opinions. We
urge you to do your research before booking.
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SOUTH INDIA
South India consists of the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Goa,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and the Union Territories of Puducherry,
Lakshadweep Islands and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
The south is a wonderful introduction to India for the first time visitor as it
has a lot to offer and yet is somehow softer than the north. The people are
friendly; the food is wonderful; the scenery is spectacular and there is a
wide range of temples and cultural sites.
KERALA – this small, mainly rural state is considered to be one of India’s most beautiful.
It is a narrow strip of land bordered by the Western Ghat Mountains and Tamil Nadu to
the east and the Arabian Sea to the west. Trivandrum is the state capital and Cochin is
the largest city. They both have airports as does Calicut in the north and Kannur Airport
(further north) is due to open soon. Kerala’s landscape is diverse from beach and
backwaters in the lowlands to the top of the Western Ghats.
TAMIL NADU – is India’s southernmost state and the cradle of the Dravidian civilization
considered to the one of the oldest continuous cultures in the world. The Chola dynasty
that dominated this part of Southern India was one of the longest-ruling dynasties in
history. The state capital, Chennai, has a major hub airport. It is a large state with
much to offer including World Heritage sites; numerous Hindu temples; small villages;
hill stations in the Western Ghat mountains; and beach along the Coromandel coast.
Puducherry (Pondicherry) is a small union territory within Tamil Nadu.
KARNATAKA – India’s eighth largest state. Bangalore is the state capital with an
international airport. Karnataka has a long coastline on the Arabian Sea running from
Goa to Kerala – but is currently undeveloped. It has an abundance of ancient sites
including the World Heritage sites of Hampi and Pattadakal. Karnataka has some of the
best National Parks in South India.
GOA – this tiny state is famous for its beaches. Tourists have been flocking here since
the 1960s when it was a major stop on the ‘hippy trail’. Now it is mainly a charter
destination but may be possible to include at the end of a tour to South India.
ANDHRA PRADESH & TELANGANA – these two states are north of Tamil Nadu on the
eastern coast. Telangana is one of India’s youngest states – created in 2014 when the
huge Andhra Pradesh was divided along linguistic lines. Currently they share the capital
of Hyderabad. Hyderabad has an international airport and has an interesting Islamic
history and some lovely hotels – but there is little tourist infrastructure beyond
Hyderabad.
LAKSHADWEEP, ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS – are Indian owned island groups off the
southern coasts. Lakshadweep are off the west (north of the Maldives) and Andaman &
Nicobar off the east coast. At the time of writing the only resort in the Lakshadweep
that we recommended is closed (check our website for up-to-date information). The
choice of accommodation on the Andaman Islands is currently limited (but more are
planned) and the Nicobar Islands are off-limit to tourists (to protect the indigenous
tribes). If you want to end your tour of south India on a coral atoll or go snorkelling or
SCUBA diving then the Maldives may be the best option. See our website for more
information.
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CLASSIC KERALA
This 14 night tour is a great introduction to Kerala as it includes the harbour city of Cochin, the hill station
of Munnar, the Wildlife Sanctuary at Periyar, the backwaters (both at a resort and on a houseboat) and
some time to relax on a beach (choice of Central or Southern Beach). There is a range of accommodation
at all the locations so we can offer this popular tour in a number of price brackets including homestays
and boutique hotels.
DAY 1
Arrive Cochin Airport.
Transfer to Fort Cochin for
two nights.

DAY 5
Transfer to Periyar NP for
three nights.

DAY 2
Half day city tour followed by
a Kathakali performance.

DAY 6-7
Two full days in the area.
Some activities included,
others to be arranged locally.

DAY 3
Transfer to Kerala’s highest
hill station and tea growing
area. Two nights in Munnar.

DAY 8
Transfer to the backwaters.
Two nights at a backwater
resort.

DAY 4
Full day in Munnar including a
visit to a Tea Museum.

DAY 9
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 10
Transfer to houseboat. Two
nights on your exclusive
houseboat.
DAY 11
Full day on backwaters with
cruising in the morning and
afternoon.
DAY 12
Transfer to the beach. Three
nights at the beach.
DAY 12–14
Relaxing at the beach.
DAY 15
Transfer to airport.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Add a visit to a farm/homestay in the foothills.
Add a visit to the bird sanctuary at Thattekkad.
Add a visit to Madurai in Tamil Nadu.
Cut the beach section.

TREASURES OF KERALA

This is a similar tour to Classic Kerala. It does not
include Munnar but gives you longer at the other
destinations.
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COCHIN (KOCHI)

This historic harbour city is also Kerala’s commercial capital. Cochin International Airport is
north of the city. Fort Cochin is the location for most places of tourist interest – Mattancherry
(Dutch) Palace; the Synagogue and streets surrounding it (known as Jew Town); St Francis
Church and the Chinese fishing nets.
Cochin has a twin city – Ernakulam. Generally Cochin refers to Fort Cochin and Ernakulam the
mainland part of the city. Willingdon Island is sandwiched between them. All three parts of the
city are connected by road bridges as well as water taxis so travel between them is not difficult.
Accommodation options:
Brunton Boatyard
Eighth Bastion
Beach Gate Bungalows
Malabar House & Trinity

Old Harbour Hotel
Fragrant Nature
Secret Garden
Xandari Harbour

Ginger House Museum Hotel
Taj Malabar
Forte Kochi
Fort House

HOMESTAYS

Staying with a family – either in their home or
adjacent building - is becoming more and more
popular. It is a great way to get to know the people
of a country and learn about their life and culture.
We encourage our customers to spend a night or two
in a homestay as it is the best way to ‘connect’. A
night or two in a homestay may be added to most of
our tours (ask us and we will advise where it is
possible). We are always on the lookout for
homestays suitable for our customers. Most are in
Kerala and the south, but they are now popping up in
other parts of India.
Some of the more popular homestays in South India are:
Dewalokam Retreat
Vanilla County
Kaiya House
Cardamom House
Gitanjali Homestay
Efkay’s Homestay
Bel Home
Rare Earth

Aakriti Eco Homestay
La Maison
Nelpura Homestay
Vembanad House
Emerald Isle
Periyar Villa
Royal Mist
Kandath Tharavad
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Amaryllis
Tranquil
Pranavam Homestay
Francis Residence
The Bungalow
Teak House
Tabernacle Homestay
Munroe Island

SOUTH KERALA HOMESTAY TOUR
This 14 night tour is based on homestays throughout (other than the houseboat) and gives visitors the
chance to experience the hospitality of a number of different families and enjoy wonderful home cooked
food. The host family will advise on activities if required.
DAY 1
Arrive Cochin Airport.
Three nights in Cochin.

DAY 6
Transfer to houseboat.
Two nights on the houseboat.

DAY 11
Transfer to Munnar. Two
nights in the hill station.

DAY 2-3
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 7
Full day cruising the
backwaters.

DAY 12
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 4
Transfer to homestay in the
backwaters for two nights.
DAY 5
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 8
Transfer to Periyar Wildlife
Sanctuary for three nights.
DAY 9-10
At leisure/local activities.
Many activities available.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Reverse the tour if you would rather not start in a city.
Add some time at the beach.

NORTH KERALA HOMESTAY TOUR
This tour is also based on homestays and takes you to areas of
northern Kerala including Palakkad, Wayanad and Kannur plus the hill
station of Coonoor in Tamil Nadu. As well as homestays this tour
includes a houseboat on the North Kerala backwaters and a
guesthouse at the beach. Depending on the airports used it may also
include a train journey. This tour is off the main tourist track.
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DAY 13
Transfer to the foothills.
Two nights at a farm.
DAY 14
At leisure/local activities.
DAY 15
Transfer to airport - fly home.

THE BACKWATERS

The backwaters is a network of waterways in central Kerala. It consist of the huge Vembanad
Lake and a myriad of rivers, canals and channels. Kuttanad is a region within the backwaters
with vast paddy fields and the lowest altitude in India – it is one of the few places in the world
where farming is carried out below sea level. Most visitors to Kerala include a visit to the
backwaters where they can visit small villages, enjoy the natural beauty and the birdlife.
Accommodation is along the banks (resort, hotel, homestay) or on a boat on the water.
Land based Accommodation:
Coconut Lagoon
Aveda Resort & Spa
Kumarakom Lake Resort

Ameya
Purity
Vismaya

Kayal Island Retreat
Punnamada Backwater Resort
Niraamaya Kumarakom

Boats:
Kettuvallams or rice barges converted to houseboats are a
unique feature of the Kerala Backwaters. Houseboats come
in a variety of sizes and styles. We only offer these on an
exclusive basis so you will not be sharing your boat with
other guests (just the crew). There are houseboats with
one, two or three bedrooms. Some have air-conditioning in
the bedroom(s) at night only, others offer air-conditioning
during the day. Premium houseboats have air-conditioned
dining or sitting areas, some have upper viewing decks. We
recommend a minimum stay of two nights on board, but you
can have just one (or even a day trip without an overnight
stay) or we have a six night cruise itinerary available.
As well as Kettuvallams there is the MV Vrinda operated by
Oberoi. This luxury boat has eight cabins.
There are also some boats operating in northern Kerala
including The Lotus – a luxury two bedroom boat operated
by Neeleshwar Hermitage.
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SOUTH INDIA BY RAIL
Experience Indian railways on this journey across the two most southerly states of India. The time is
divided between the scenic state of Kerala and the temple towns of Tamil Nadu with the longer transfers
taken on trains. This trip also includes the 'toy train' in the Nilgiri Hills. Transfers between hotels and
railway stations etc will be by car. This is a full itinerary with many places of interest to visit along the
way. Accommodation is offered in a mixture of hotels and homestays. This is consequently a very diverse
holiday and we are sure will appeal to people who like to be kept 'busy' on holiday as well as rail
enthusiasts.
DAY 1
Arrive Cochin. Two nights in
Cochin.
DAY 2
Sightseeing of Cochin.
Kathakali performance.
DAY 3
Transfer (car) to backwaters.
Two nights on a houseboat.
DAY 4
Cruising the backwaters.
DAY 5
Transfer to station and take a
train to Kanyakumari. Two
nights at Kanyakumari.
DAY 6
Sightseeing of Kanyakumari.
Option to take boat to the
offshore islands.
DAY 7
Take a train to Madurai.
Two nights in Madurai.

DAY 8
Sightseeing of Madurai.
DAY 9
Take a train to Trichy
(sightseeing) then car to
Tanjore. Two nights.
DAY 10
Sightseeing of Tanjore.

DAY 14
Change trains onto the Nilgiri
Blue Mountain Railway (toy
train). Disembark at Coonoor.
Two nights at Coonoor.
DAY 15
Explore Coonoor and Ooty
independently.

DAY 11
Take a train to Pondicherry.
Two nights in Pondicherry.

DAYS 16
Transfer to Coimbatore take a
train to Ernakulam for two
nights.

DAY 12
Sightseeing in Pondicherry.

DAY 18
At leisure.

DAY 13
Transfer by car to
Mamallapuram for
sightseeing. Continue to
Chennai and take an
overnight train to
Mettupalayam.

DAY 19
Transfer (car) to Cochin
airport to fly home.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Cut Cochin and the backwaters and fly into Trivandrum.
Cut Coonoor and Cochin and finish in Chennai.
Add some time at Mamallapuram.
Replace some of the train trips with car transfers.
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BEACHES OF KERALA

Kerala has a long coastline on the Arabian Sea. In some places the coast is rocky in other places
there are sandy beaches. The annual monsoon and occasional storms mean that the beaches
shift and in many places there are stone blocks to try and prevent erosion. The sand is fairly
coarse and the beaches may not be as clean as you would like as they are used by locals and
fishermen. The sea along this coast can also have strong currents.

CENTRAL KERALA

On the strip of land south of Cochin and sandwiched between the Arabian Sea and Vembanad Lake are the
beaches of central Kerala - the best known is Mararikulam. There is a range of accommodation along this
coast but no bars, restaurants or nightclubs (yet). Marari beach is a perfect place to relax after a tour and
before flying home from Cochin Airport. The land is fairly flat in this area.
Accommodation options:
Marari Beach Resort
Xandari Pearl

Marari Villas
A Beach Symphony

Marari Sands
Mayas Beach House

KOVALAM, VARKALA & SOUTHERN KERALA

Kovalam is the main beach resort of Kerala and is 13 km
south of Trivandrum Airport. Kovalam has a number of
beaches and a range of restaurants and shops. South of
Kovalam are some quieter beaches offering a more
exclusive experience. Varkala is 45 km north of
Trivandrum Airport and offers a different beach
experience. As well as being a tourist beach with bars and
restaurants it is also a place of pilgrimage for Hindus. The
land rises (steeply in some places) along this section of
coast and access to the beach is not always easy. At
Varkala the beach is at the bottom of a cliff.
Taj Green Cove, Kovalam
The Leela Kovalam

Niraamaya Surya Samudra
Gateway Hotel, Varkala

NORTHERN KERALA

The northern part of Kerala is known as the Malabar region. There are attractive wide
beaches here and they are only just starting to be developed. This is the area to visit if
you wish to experience Theyyam - an ancient ritual form of Hindu worship - one of
Kerala’s most extreme cultural spectacles.
Neeleshwar Hermitage
Chera Rocks

Kanan Beach Resort

For those that want pristine beaches with white coral sand and clear waters for
snorkelling or SCUBA diving – fly to the Maldives. These coral atolls are off the coast of
Kerala and there are daily flights to Male.
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HIDDEN GEMS OF SOUTH INDIA
This wonderful tour takes advantage of some of the more exclusive properties along with some established
customer favourites. It is perfect for people who have already visited; or are not interested in visiting; the
popular tourist destinations of Kerala such as Cochin, Kumarakom and Periyar. This tour gives you two or
three nights at six interesting accommodation options all of which are small and privately owned and have
commitments to sustainable tourism. There is a mixture of boutique hotels and upmarket guesthouses and
homestays. Hidden Gems changes from time to time as we discover new ‘treasures’. For the current
offering see our website.

ELEMENTS OF KERALA
The ‘elements’ are a major part of Kerala’s beauty and diversity so we have created four tours to
celebrate them. Each tour is based around one of the elements – Air, Earth, Water and Fire. Each tour is
seven nights long and you can join them in any combination to give a longer holiday.

AIR

Air takes you up into the Western Ghats, to explore the highlands of Kerala and Tamil Nadu to enjoy the
mountain air and scenery.

EARTH

Earth offers you the opportunity to spend time on farms and plantations where the local people make the
most of their fertile land. Much of the accommodation is in homestays so it also gives you the opportunity
to interact with the friendly locals. This really is a ‘down to earth’ tour.

FIRE

This tour concentrates on the heat of the Indian sun. It is a relaxing holiday with time spent at two
different beach areas. One in south Kerala (Varkala) and one in the north (Kannur). Varkala is a busy
resort whereas Kannur is a more off the beaten track experience. We anticipate that people will combine
Fire with one of the other elements by splitting it to give a
beach experience at the beginning and end of the holiday.

WATER

Water is a very important element in Kerala. Kerala sometimes
experiences two monsoons within the year and the
consequence of this is some very large rivers crossing Kerala
from the Western Ghats to the Arabian Sea and a huge network
of waterways south of Cochin (the backwaters). This tour
combines the harbour city of Cochin, the backwaters and a
river-side retreat.
For details of the four elements see our website or ask us for the detailed itineraries.

[12]

WESTERN GHAT MOUNTAINS OF KERALA

The Western Ghat Mountains run for approximately 1,600 km down the western side of India.
They are the second highest mountains in India (after the Himalayas) and as they are one of the
ten ‘hottest hot-spots’ for bio-diversity in the world. The Western Ghats have UNESCO World
Heritage status.
PERIYAR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

This National Park is said to offer the best chance to see wild elephant in the whole of India. The park is
also home to a range of mammals and birds and there are a number of activities offered within the park.
The small town of Thekkady, where the majority of hotels are located, is just outside the park gates.

MUNNAR

A hill station - at 1,600 m is one of the highest tea growing areas in the world. The landscape is dramatic
with craggy rocks and neat manicured tea gardens. This is an area for scenery, walking and trekking.

WAYANAD

A beautiful region of rain forest in the Malabar section of the Western Ghats in northern Kerala. Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary is the second largest sanctuary in Kerala.

FOOTHILLS

You do not have to go to the highest sections of the Western Ghats to enjoy some mountain scenery and
cool air. Staying on the lower slopes can either break-up a long journey or may be a destination in itself.
The bird sanctuary at Thattekkad is one of the best places in South India to see birds.
Accommodation options:
Periyar:
Spice Village
Aanavilasam Plantation House
Cardamom County
Niraamaya Cardamom Club
Wildernest
Paradisa Plantation
Shalimar Spice Garden
Greenwoods

Munnar:
Spicetree
Windermere Estate
Ambady Estate
Olive Brook
Royal Mist
Neelakurinji Bungalow
Elakai
Chinnar Eco Living
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Wayanad:
Wayanad Wild
Tranquil
Amaryllis
Fringe Ford
Pepper Trail
Foothills:
Dewalokam Retreat
Vanilla County
Kandath Tharavad
Windermere River House

TREASURES OF TAMIL NADU
This 17 night tour takes you through fascinating Tamil Nadu - the southernmost state of India. There is a
variety of comfortable accommodation used on the tour including delightful resorts and heritage hotels.
During your time in Tamil Nadu you will mostly stay in rural areas but have the opportunity to visit some
of the temple towns/World Heritage sites along the way. There is a fair bit of travelling, but you spend
three nights at most places and at the end of the tour there is time to relax at the beach.
DAY 1
Arrive Trivandrum Airport.
Transfer to Kaliel Village for
two nights.
DAY 2
At leisure at this delightful
resort located on the
Kerala/Tamil Nadu border.
DAY 3
Transfer to Madurai visiting
Kanyakumari on the way. One
night in Madurai.
DAY 4
Sightseeing Madurai.
Transfer to the Western
Ghats. Three nights at
Rajakkad Estate.

DAY 5 - 6
At leisure/local activities.
DAY 7
Transfer to Cardamom House
for two nights.
DAY 8
At leisure/local activities.
DAY 9
Transfer to Chettinad.
Three nights.
DAY 10 - 12
At leisure/local activities.
DAY 13
Transfer to Veppathur visiting
Tanjore on the way. Two
nights at Veppathur.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Reverse the tour and start in Chennai.
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DAY 14
Transfer to Puducherry –
option to visit Temples along
the way. Two nights at
Puducherry.
DAY 15
At leisure/local activities.
DAY 16
Transfer to Mamallapuram for
two nights.
DAY 17
Sightseeing of Mamallapuram.
DAY 18
Transfer to Chennai Airport.

THE COROMANDEL COAST
CHENNAI

Chennai (Madras) is the capital of Tamil Nadu and is one of India’s largest cities. The international airport
has good links to the rest of the subcontinent as well as being the major hub for south India. The main
focus of interest for British visitors is Fort St George, built by the East India Company in the 17th Century.
One of the best ways to get to know this city is to take a walking tour.

MAMALLAPURAM

South of Chennai along the Coromandel Coast is Mamallapuram – previously called Mahabalipuram. This is
a fantastic place to be based for a few days (or longer) as it offers beach, cultural heritage and a number
of places that may be visited as a day trip. Mamallapuram is a World Heritage Site and its ancient
monuments include the famous Shore Temple and the wonderful rock carvings of Arjuna’s Penance plus
the various Mandapams and Rathas. Dakshina Chitra an arts and crafts village and The Crocodile Bank
research centre are both nearby and make for an interesting visit. Mamallapuram is also famous for its
sculpture and the artisans may be seen working from the street. Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary is also
within reach of Mamallapuram – openbill storks, spoonbills and pelicans are commonly seen here.

KANCHIPURAM

May be visited as a day trip from Chennai or Mamallapuram. Kanchipuram was the capital of the Pallava
Kings in the fourth century and offers a range of temples to visit and is famous within India for its silk
weaving.

PUDUCHERRY

Puducherry (Pondicherry) is a former French enclave and still has a ‘French’ atmosphere. The territory
(20 km square) has a coastline on the Bay of Bengal with pleasant beaches. The town has a long
promenade and behind this is the French enclave with its attractive colonial buildings. There are also
Tamil areas with busy lanes and markets to explore. Pondi has a large ashram and Auroville (an
international community project) within its territory. The town is good for shopping and eating out.

TRANQUEBAR

Tranquebar (Tharangambadi) is an ancient port, located near the mouth of the Cauvery River. It was
established by the Danish who built the town and fort. It was later sold to the British East India Company.

KANYAKUMARI

Kanyakumari (Cape Comorin) is the southernmost tip of India. It is the meeting point of the Bay of Bengal,
the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. It is one of few places where you can watch both sunset and sunrise
over the ocean.
Accommodation options:
Chennai:
Grand Chennai by GRT
Taj Connemara
The Leela Palace
Raintree Hotel
Radisson Blu, Airport
Trident, Airport

Mamallapuram:
Grande Bay
Taj Fisherman’s Cove
Radisson Blu
Mamallaa Heritage
Ideal Beach Resort
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Puducherry & Tranquebar:
Palais de Mahe & Maison Perumal
La Villa
Villa Shanti
The Dune & Dune de l’Orient
Bungalow on the Beach

TEMPLES & BACKWATERS TOUR
This tour starts in Chennai and takes you through many of the wonderful temple towns of Tamil Nadu,
over the Western Ghat Mountains at Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary, down to the backwaters of Kerala and
finishes in the harbour city of Cochin. This is a very diverse and interesting tour.
DAY 1
Arrive Chennai and transfer to
Mamallapuram for three
nights.
DAYS 2 - 3
Sightseeing and relaxing at
the beach.
DAY 4
Transfer to Puducherry for
one night.
DAY 5
Transfer to Tanjore visiting
Chidambaram, Darasuram or
Kumbakonam en route. Two
nights in Tanjore.
DAY 6
Explore Tanjore, old capital
of the Chola kings.

DAY 7
Transfer to Chettinad for two
nights.
DAY 8
Day free to explore
Chettinad.
DAY 9
Transfer to Madurai for one
night. Sightseeing of Sri
Meenakshi Temple.
DAY 10
Transfer to Thekkady (Periyar
Wildlife Sanctuary). Two
nights in Thekkady.
DAY 10
Short guided trek into the
jungle. Rest of day free to
arrange own activities.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Reverse the whole tour.
Increase your time at Puducherry.
Stay at Chettinad instead of or as well as Tanjore.
Finish at the beach instead of Cochin.
Finish at Madurai and return to Chennai by air or train.

[16]

DAY 11
Transfer to Alleppey. Board
houseboat and cruise
backwaters. Two nights on a
houseboat.
DAY 12
Full day cruising the
backwaters.
DAY 13
Transfer to Cochin. Evening –
Kathakali performance. Two
nights in Cochin.
DAY 14
Cochin city tour. Rest of day
free to arrange own
activities.
DAY 15
Fly home from Cochin Airport.

THE CULTURAL HEART OF TAMIL NADU
TEMPLE TOWNS

The central and southern section of Tamil Nadu is where you will
find the greatest concentration of Temples. A group of Chola
dynasty temples including Tanjore and Gangaikondacholapuram
are UNESCO World Heritage sites. All temples in Tamil Nadu
welcome appropriately dressed non-Hindus to all but the innersanctum. The temples of southern India feature gopurams –
monumental towers that form the gateway to the temple
complex. They are mostly huge and heavily ornamented and
sometimes brightly coloured. Some temple towns have
accommodation for visitors, others need to be visited as day trips
or when travelling from one destination to another.

TANJORE

Tanjore (or Thanjavur) today is a pleasant, easy going town; 2,000
years ago it was the capital of the Chola kings for three centuries.
The magnificent Brihadishwara Temple, a wonderful example of
Chola architecture, is a UNESCO World Heritage site. The temple
has a number of pillared halls, many shrines (including 250 linga)
and one of the largest statues of Nandi in India. Other places to
visit in Tanjore include the royal palace, museum and art gallery. Bronze casting using the lost wax
technique is practiced by craftsmen in Tanjore.

MADURAI

The busy city of Madurai is one of the oldest in South India and has been a centre of learning and
pilgrimage for centuries. The ‘must see’ attraction is the enormous Sri Meenakshi Temple complex in the
heart of the old town. It is a ‘riotously baroque example of Dravidian architecture’ and ‘seethes with
activity from dawn to dusk’.

GANGAIKONDACHOLAPURAM

CHIDAMBARAM

This temple was devised as the centrepiece of a
city built by the Chola King Rajendra I to
celebrate his conquests. The name translates as
‘the town of the Chola who took the Ganges’. It
is considered one of the most extraordinary
archaeological sites of South India.

The Chidambaram Shiva Temple, otherwise
known as the Thillai Natarajar-Koothan Kovil is
dedicated to Lord Shiva in his form as the cosmic
dancer. Chidambaram has four gopurams.

DARASURAM

This temple is considered to be a storehouse of
art and architecture. The Vimana (tower built
over the central shrine of the temple) is 85 feet
high. The front mandapam (a pillared outdoor
hall) is in the form of a huge chariot drawn by
horses, and many exquisite stone carvings can be
viewed.

TRICHY

Tiruchirappalli has Rock Fort as well as the
tallest gopuram in Asia at the colourful
Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam. Trichy
has a domestic airport.

KUMBAKONAM

This town was ruled by the Cholas, Pallavas, Pandyas and more. Between the 7th
and 9th centuries it as the capital of the Medieval Cholas. Consequently it has
hundreds of Hindu temples – giving the town the name of City of Temples

CHETTINAD

The villages of Chettinad are famous for their highly embellished 19th century
houses as it was the area where some of South India’s wealthiest merchant families
settled. Chettinad is not a temple town but is an interesting place to visit and
there is a range of accommodation here so it is a good base to visit some of the temple towns.
Accommodation options:
Tanjore:
Svatma
Ideal River View Resort
Tanjore Hi
Kumbakonam:
Koodam Veppathur
Paradise Resort

Madurai:
Heritage Hotel
Gateway Hotel
Regency by GRT
Marriott Sangam
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Chettinad:
Visalam
Saratha Vilas
The Bangala
Kanyakumari:
Anantya Resort

WESTERN GHAT MOUNTAINS OF TAMIL NADU
THE NILGIRI HILLS

This section of the Tamil Nadu Western Ghats spread across the borders of Karnataka and Kerala. The
Nilgiris (in English – Blue Mountains) were named after the Kurinji flower (Strobilanthes) which is
widespread in this area. It flowers only once in twelve years but when it does it turns the whole area
blue. The main town of the area is Udhagamandalam (previously Ootacamund but usually called Ooty).
During the time of the British Raj Ooty was the summer capital of the Madras Presidency – now it is a
popular hill resort. Coonoor is the second largest hill station – it offers much the same experience to the
visitor but is less busy. Kotagiri is 30 minutes from Coonoor and quieter still. This is a tea and coffee
growing area.
Many people visit this area in order to see/ride the Nilgiri Blue Mountain Railway (the ‘toy train’). This is
a narrow gauge railway running from the plains of Mettupalayam, through Coonoor and on to Ooty. The
section between Ooty and Coonoor has diesel rolling stock but the lower and steeper (including gradients
of up to 1 in 12.5) section is a rack railway where a steam engine is used. This is one of Asia’s last
remaining steam routes still operating. It was this train line used for the scenes in the film A Passage to
India.

PALAKKAD

The Palakkad Gap (previously known as the Palghat Gap) is a mountain pass between Palakkad in Kerala
and Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. It is the lowest pass in the Western Ghats and an important transport
corridor with both roads and railways running across the border. The little town of Pollachi on the Tamil
side is a useful journey stop. It has been a trading post for more than 2,000 years and Roman silver coins
have been found in the area. It is also a place to see the home industry of weaving and there is a temple.

THE PALANI HILLS

This eastward facing extension of the Western Ghats almost reaches the Tamil town of Dindigul 70 kms
north of Madurai. The hill station of Kodaikanal is in this section of mountain. The rolling hills of the
lower Palani Range is known for the Kurinji flower.
Accommodation options:
The Nilgiris:
Aakriti Eco Homestay
Tea Nest – Annex and Nightingale
La Maison
Raven’s Nest
Kurumba Village Resort

Palakkad:
Shenbaga Vilaasam – Tamil Nadu
Kandath Tharavad - Kerala
Palani Hills:
Rajakkad Estate
Cardamom House

NAVIGATE THE NILGIRIS

This tour takes through the Nilgiri Hills. It starts in Mysore, then Nagarhole
Wildlife Sanctuary and continues to Coonoor where you will take a trip on the
Nilgiri Blue Mountain Railway. You then take a regular train to Cochin.
Accommodation can be in a mixture of homestays, small and eco-friendly hotels.
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TREASURES OF KARNATAKA
The state of Karnataka is a cocktail of culture, coffee and wildlife. On this tour you will experience the
hustle and bustle of city life at Mysore, visit the coffee plantations of Coorg, spend a few days on safari in
the wonderful Nagarhole National Park in search of the elusive tiger and then take an overnight train to
the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hampi
DAY 1
Arrive Bangalore, transfer to Mysore for three
nights.

DAY 8-9
Vehicle safari into the Wildlife Sanctuary. Rest
of the day free for local activities.

DAY 2
Sightseeing tour of Mysore.

DAY 10
Transfer to Hampi by train. Overnight on the
train.

DAY 3
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 11 - 13
In Hampi – sightseeing. Three nights in Hampi.

DAY 4
Transfer to Coorg. Three nights in Coorg.

DAY 14
Transfer to Bangalore. One night in airport
hotel.

DAY 5-6
At leisure/local activities.

DAY 15
Fly home from Bangalore Airport.

DAY 7
Transfer to Nagarhole National Park. Three
nights at Nagarhole.
ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Add some time at the beach in northern Kerala.
Add a visit to the temples of Belur and Halebid.

CULINARY TOUR

This tour starts in Karnataka and ends in Kerala.
Throughout Southern India the different cultural and
religious groups have their own dishes - this tour gives
guests the opportunity to learn to cook a range of
traditional dishes. Accommodation is in a variety of
homestays and hotels and the route includes many
places of interest - so appeals to a wide range of people
– not only those who want to learn more about South
Indian food.
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SOUTHERN KARNATAKA
BANGALORE

Bangalore is the state capital of Karnataka and has a major hub airport with many airlines operating to it.
Many people pass through - but few stay as it is large and very busy.

MYSORE

Mysore - officially Mysuru (since 2014) is the southernmost city of Karnataka. Most people arriving at
Bangalore airport go directly to Mysore as it is a delightful city with much to offer the visitor. In the city
centre is Mysore Palace open to visitors and illuminated every Sunday. 10 km from the city centre is
Chamundi Hill with a huge Nandi statue half way up and a temple at the top. A short distance away is the
village of Somnathpur with a beautiful Hoysala Temple (built in 1258). 15 kms away is Srirangapatnam – a
town surrounded by the Kaveri River. The monuments on the island have been nominated as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Srirangapatnam was where the final battle between the East India Company and Tipu
Sultan took place. There is a fort, a number of temples (the best known is Ranganathaswamy), summer
palace and gardens etc and nearby the Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary. Mysore is a good city for shopping
(famous for its sandalwood carvings, incense and silks) and the market is very colourful and great for
photography.

BELUR, HALEBID & SRAVANABELAGOLA

The Hoysala architecture of the temples at Belur and Halebid dates back to the 12th century. The temples
are exquisitely carved with images of dancers and musicians as well as Hindu gods. The sacred Jain site at
Sravanabelagola is situated on the road between Bangalore and Hassan. The monolithic statue of
Gomateshvara stands on the top of Indragiri Hill and is approached by more than 600 steps cut into the
granite. The towns of Hassan or Chikmagalur are the best bases for visiting these sites.

NAGARHOLE & BANDIPUR

The National Park at Nagarhole covers an area of 640 sq km. The dammed Kabini River has created a huge
lake which provides a vital water source for the animals during the dry season. The forest is moist
deciduous providing thick jungle, an excellent habitat for a variety of animals. The wildlife seen at any
National Park is always a matter of luck but tigers and leopards may be seen here. Bandipur National Park
is 80 km south of Mysore and covers 880 sq km. The landscape is dry deciduous forest and sightings of
wild elephant are common.

COORG

Coorg used to be an independent princely state but it is now simply a district of Karnataka called Kodagu.
The light skinned people of this area are called Kodavas (or Coorgis) and are thought to have migrated
from Kurdistan. They still retain many of their traditions including their own language, style of dress and
cuisine. Within the area, which is forested and has many coffee plantations, there is a Tibetan
settlement, the largest outside Tibet. The hill station of Madikeri is the main town of the area.
Accommodation options:
Mysore:
Royal Orchid Metropole
Gitanjali Homestay
Efkay’s Homestay
Green Hotel
Radisson Blu
JP Palace

Hassan & Chikmagalur:
Hoysala Village Resort
The Gateway Hotel
Nagarhole:
Evolve Back
KAAV Safari Lodge
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Coorg:
Evolve Back
Taj Madikeri Resort
Bel Home
Rare Earth
The Tamara

COFFEE & CULTURE
This tour includes the southern sites of Karnataka and parts of Northern Kerala. It is an interesting tour as
it includes temple towns, a wildlife sanctuary, the coffee plantations in Coorg and ends at the beach.
DAY 1
Arrive Bangalore and transfer
to Hassan. Two nights in
Hassan.
DAY 2
Visit the temples of Belur and
Halebid.
DAY 3
Transfer to Mysore. Three
nights Mysore.
DAY 4 - 5
Two full days in Mysore
sightseeing.

DAY 6
Transfer to Nagarhole. Three
nights at Nagarhole.

DAY 11
Transfer to Kasaragod. Three
nights at the beach.

DAY 7 - 8
Two days at this wildlife
sanctuary giving plenty of
opportunities for animal
sightings.

DAY 12 – 13
Relaxing at the beach.

DAY 9
Transfer to Coorg for two
nights.
DAY 10
Day relaxing or exploring in
Coorg.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Visit Wayanad instead of the beach.
Continue south into Kerala and fly home from Cochin.
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DAYS 14
Transfer to Calicut. One
night Calicut.
DAY 15
Transfer to Calicut Airport.
Fly home.

NORTHERN KARNATAKA

Fewer tourists make it to this part of Karnataka as it is a huge state with few airports so the
distances are significant. But if you are prepared for long car or train journeys you will be
rewarded.

HAMPI

Set in a boulder strewn
landscape along the banks of
the Tungabhadra River the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Hampi was once the capital of
one of the largest Hindu
empires in Indian history.
However this amazing city was
devastated in 1565 by a Muslim
siege. The ruins that remain
are spread over a large area
and you need a few days to see
everything. Places of
particularly interest include
the Vittala Temple, with the
stone chariot in the courtyard,
the Lotus Mahal and the
Elephant Stables.

BIJAPUR, BADAMI, AIHOLE & PATTADAKAL

Bijapur offers the Deccan’s finest Muslim monuments. For three hundred years it was the capital of a
succession of powerful Muslim rulers whose legacy remains in the form of many fine buildings. Gol
Gumbaz is the most famous of these and its huge dome complete with a whispering gallery is a popular
tourist attraction. The quiet villages of Badami, Aihole and Pattadakal were once capital cities of the
Chalukyas who ruled this part of the Deccan. At Badami there are temples cut into caves. Aihole boasts
125 temples and the temples of Pattadakal are so well maintained that they attained World Heritage Site
status.

GOKARNA

The small town of Gokarna is renowned as a pilgrimage centre and for its wide, unspoilt beaches.
Gokarna with its temples and traditional houses set in narrow streets is a world away from the more
cosmopolitan Goa (just 30 km north) and visitors should be aware of this and dress suitably when visiting
the town. The nearest airport to Gokarna is Goa, two and a half hours away.
Accommodation options:
Hampi:
Evolve Back
Hampi Boulders

Bijapur etc:
Very little available and nothing
of quality. Best option is Badami
Court Hotel.
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Gokarna:
Swaswara
Cintacor Island Resort

GOA

Goa is famous for its beaches and nightlife and is a well-established tourist destination. Few
scheduled airlines fly to Goa airport which is mainly used by the charter companies so including
it in a tour can be difficult. If you are willing to take a train or flight to Mumbai it is possible.

NORTH GOA

North Goa is the more developed part, much favoured by the package tour companies. If you want to buy
gifts (the famous Anjuna flea market takes place every Wednesday) or like to have a wide choice of places
to eat then this is the area to head for. We have inspected the hotels in this area and, with a few
exceptions, do not feel that the beach hotels will appeal to our clientele. However, there are a few
delightful boutique and colonial properties inland. This gives the best of both worlds – the ability to visit
the popular beaches and then to retreat from the night clubs and beach parties for a good night’s sleep.
The main beaches (listed north to south) are Anjuna, Baga, Calangute and Candolim.

SOUTH GOA

This is where you will find the best beaches and a small number of mostly top quality, five star hotels with
beach front positions. South Goa does not offer the range of shops and restaurants to be found in North
Goa and the further south you go the more your hotel needs to satisfy all your requirements. The main
beaches are (running north to south) Bogmalo, Majorda, Colva, Benaulim and Cavelossim.
Accommodation options:
North Goa:
Taj Fort Aguada
Taj Holiday Village
Ahilya by the Sea
Nilaya Hermitage

South Goa:
Coconut Creek
Taj Exotica
The Leela

TROPICAL ISLANDS

If you like the idea of relaxing on the fine white sand of a tropical Island after a cultural tour
this is possible from South India. The Lakshadweep Islands off the west coast and the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands off the east coast are both part of India. It is also possible to fly to the
Maldives where there is a huge choice of accommodation – mostly at the luxury end of the
market. SCUBA diving and snorkelling are offered on all tourist islands.
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NORTH AND WEST INDIA
This area includes the capital city of Delhi and the states of Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.
This part of India is the section most often visited by tourists as it includes
the Golden Triangle and Rajasthan. It also has India’s most mountainous
region with large sections of the Himalayas. The northernmost states of
India offer fantastic walking opportunities and is an area of pristine natural
beauty.
RAJASTHAN – this huge desert state is India’s largest and contains one of the driest
places on earth. Rajasthan has a rich culture and a long history and there are many
forts, palaces and villages which may be visited. The colourful people make it a great
destination for photographers. It also has a wide range of heritage accommodation to
suit every budget from homestays to converted luxury palaces.
DELHI & HARYANA – Delhi is India’s capital city and within its own Union Territory - the
National Capital Territory of Delhi (NCT). NCT is bordered by Haryana on three sides
and Uttar Pradesh to the east. Delhi has a major hub airport and most people visiting
north India will pass through.
GUJARAT – India’s most westerly state. Gujarat is good for wildlife and the only place
in the world where the Asiatic lion can be seen in the wild. Gandhi was born in Gujarat.
There are good examples of provincial architecture and famous for its vegetarian food.
Gujarat is a ‘dry’ state – but visitors can apply for an individual alcohol licence.
MAHARASHTRA – a huge state (third largest and second most populous). Mumbai is the
state capital and a major hub airport. Some of the world's earliest frescoes and carvings
can be found at the caves of Ajanta and Ellora.
UTTAR PRADESH – the most densely populated state in India. The state capital of UP is
Lucknow but Agra and Varanasi are visited more by tourists. Agra is the home of the Taj
Mahal and therefore included on the Golden Triangle tours. Varanasi, one of the oldest
living cities in the world and a major pilgrimage site for Hindus as the River Ganges
flows through the middle of the city.
PUNJAB – the flat plains of Punjab have rich soil making it a highly cultivated area
(known as the bread basket of India). The people of the area are predominantly Sikhs
and the city of Amritsar is where the Golden Temple is located.
UTTARAKHAND – a mountainous and forested state previously called Uttaranchal. It is
the source of two of India’s largest rivers – the Ganges and the Yamuna. Nanda Devi and
the Valley of Flowers National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
HIMACHAL PRADESH – high in the Himalayas the state capital of Himachal Pradesh is
Shimla – India’s best known hill station. Also in this state are Dharamsala (home of the
Dalai Lama) and the Kangra Valley with attractive towns and villages.
JAMMU & KASHMIR – this state consists of three regions – Jammu, the Kashmir Valley
and Ladakh. Due to the border dispute with Pakistan most of the time Ladakh is the
only section considered safe to visit.
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SPIRIT OF RAJASTHAN
This is a full tour (19 nights) of Rajasthan taking in all the major destinations and many of the lesser
known ones as well. This holiday includes the wonderful desert city of Jaisalmer so you must be prepared
for a fair bit of travelling. You will have your own car and driver for the entire trip so will have plenty of
time to build up a rapport and you can, of course, ask him to stop along the way to stretch your legs.
DAY 1
Arrive Delhi for two nights.
DAY 2
Full day of sightseeing
including New and Old Delhi.
DAY 3
Transfer to Mandawa (one
night). Visit the fort and
painted Havelis.

DAY 8
Transfer to Jodhpur for two
nights.

DAY 14
Transfer to Deogarh for one
night.

DAY 9
Full day of sightseeing in
Jodhpur.

DAY 15
Transfer to Nimaj. Two nights
at Nimaj.

DAY 10
Transfer to Narlai. Two nights
in this Rajasthani village.

DAY 16
Full day in Nimaj to relax or
take part in the local
activities.

DAY 4
Transfer to Bikaner for two
nights.

DAY 11
Full day exploring the village
and surrounding area.

DAY 5
Sightseeing in Bikaner.

DAY 12
Transfer to Udaipur visiting
Ranakpur on the way. Two
nights in Udaipur.

DAY 6
Transfer to Jaisalmer. Evening
camel ride in the sand dunes.
Two nights Jaisalmer.
DAY 7
Sightseeing in Jaisalmer.

DAY 13
Sightseeing in Udaipur
including a cruise on Lake
Pichola.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Cut time in Delhi and/or Jaipur if you have already completed a Golden
Triangle trip.

HIDDEN GEMS OF RAJASTHAN

This 17 night tour through Rajasthan takes you to some of the state's more
remote destinations, places not frequented by mass tourism. Thus it is
perfect for someone who has visited Rajasthan before, loved it and wants to
see more. All the accommodation used in this tour is forts, palaces or grand
houses that have been converted into unique hotels.
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DAY 17
Transfer to Jaipur. Two nights
in Jaipur.
DAY 18
Full day of sightseeing in
Jaipur.
DAY 19
Transfer to Delhi. Tour
finishes.

RAJASTHAN
JAIPUR

Jaipur is the state capital of Rajasthan and one of the ‘points’ of the Golden Triangle. Called the ‘Pink
City’ as many of the buildings in the old part are painted pink, Jaipur is a lively and interesting place to
visit. The City Palace is always included in sightseeing tours as it has a lot to offer including interesting
buildings, a museum, courtyards and gardens. The Jantar Mantar Observatory and Hawa Mahal (Palace of
the Winds) are also included. Just outside Jaipur is the Amber Fort. The markets and bazaars of Jaipur
are also interesting. Jaipur has a good range of accommodation, and just 40kms from Jaipur is the
delightful town of Samode – a good place to stay if you would rather not be in the city itself.

UDAIPUR

The lake city of Udaipur is dominated by the broad (but not deep) Pichola Lake. Udaipur is a centre for
performing and visual arts, is good for shopping and has a wide range of accommodation – some in the city
centre, many with lake side positions; some on the outskirts with views across the city. The most famous
is right in the middle of the lake – the Lake Palace – previously one of the palaces of the Maharaja of
Udaipur. 90 kms north of Udaipur is Ranakpur – where there is a complex of Jain Temples.

JODHPUR

A desert city on the eastern edge of the Thar Desert. The predominant colour of this city is blue because
that is the colour the Brahmins of Jodhpur traditionally painted their houses. This is best seen from
Meherangarh Fort, perched on the top of a steep ridge. There are a number of villages in the surrounding
area that are interesting places to stay (with some good heritage accommodation) and close enough to
allow day trips to Jodhpur.

Accommodation options:
Jaipur:
Samode Haveli
Royal Heritage Haveli
Oberoi Rajvilas
Dera Mandawa
Dera Rawatsar
Samode:
Samode Palace
Samode Bagh
Mihir & Rohet Garh

Udaipur:
Taj Lake Palace
Oberoi Udaivilas
Jagat Niwas Palace
Devra

Jodhpur:
Raas
Ajit Bhawan Palace
Devi Bhawan
Umaid Bhawan Palace

Ranakpur:
Mountbatten Lodge

Jodhpur surrounds:
Chandelao Garh
Fort Chanwa
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PUSHKAR

Pushkar is a major pilgrimage site for Hindus and the home of the largest camel market in the world. The
fair takes place over five days annually and is the main reason foreigners visit the town. It is virtually
impossible to get a hotel room at that time so huge tented camps are set up to accommodate all of the
visitors.

JAISALMER

Situated in the far west of Rajasthan this
remote outpost was once a flourishing
trade centre. The city has a sandstone
fort at its centre with many beautiful
havelis built by wealthy traders. It is an
attractive city to visit and a good place
to experience the dessert (there are
huge sand dunes) and take camel safaris.
Unfortunately Jaisalmer’s popularity has
put the city in jeopardy as water
seepage is causing problems to the
foundations.

BIKANER

A fortified desert city in northern Rajasthan. Bikaner has an impressive fort, Jain Temples and offers
camel safaris. Deshnok – 30 kms south of Bikaner – is where you will find the Karni Mata Temple. This
temple is famous for its rats – which are worshipped as reincarnations of departed souls so are allowed to
roam freely throughout the temple.
Accommodation options:
Pushkar:
Dera Masuda
Pushkar Palace
Tented Camp

Jaisalmer:
Fort Rajwada
Killa Bhawan
Mandir Palace
Suryagarh
The Gulaal

Bikaner:
Gajner Palace
Laxmi Niwas Palace

TEXTILE TOUR

This is a tour designed for people interested in the wonderful
fabrics produced in India. During the 15 night tour you will
travel through Rajasthan visiting weavers' villages, seeing
carpets being made, witness decorating techniques and
participate in block printing. You will also visit museums
specialising in Indian textiles and have time to explore
bazaars and markets. It is not all textiles though, during
the tour you will also see pottery making, ride a camel
and do some sightseeing - so travelling companions who
do not have a particular interest in textiles will also be
kept busy. The tour also takes you to Jaisalmer and other
small villages off the normal tourist routes.
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RANTHAMBHORE NATIONAL PARK

This national park is one of the most visited in India as it is the most accessible - easily included in a
Golden Triangle Tour. Despite its popularity it offers visitors a real chance to see a tiger in the wild. The
park coves 392 sq km and has a wide range of animals including leopard, dhole, sloth bear and hyena.

KEOLADEO NATIONAL PARK

The national park at Bharatpur is located between Agra and Jaipur and has a railway station linking it with
Ranthambhore so is very easily included in a Golden Triangle tour. The range of habitat within the park
means that there is a wide range of bird species to be found here. The accommodation is in the town of
Bharatpur.

VILLAGES OF RAJASTHAN

One of the delights of Rajasthan are the small desert villages with their colourful inhabitants and often a
wonderful heritage hotel created from a palace or fort. For an authentic experience of village life and a
taste of Indian history we recommend including at least one stop in a Rajasthani village. They may also be
useful as a journey break. For more details see the Rural & Remote page in the Rajasthan section on our
website.
Accommodation options:
Ranthambhore:
Sher Bagh
Khem Vilas
Oberoi Vanyavilas
Bharatpur:
The Bagh
Laxmi Vilas Palace

Rural & Remote:
Deogarh Mahal
Haveli Braj Bhushanjee
Chhatra Saga
Malaji Ka Kamra
Shahpura Bagh
Ramathra Fort
Jawai Leopard Camp
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Fort Barli
Rawla Narlai
Sardargarh Heritage Hotel
Bhainsrorgarh Fort
Raj Niwas Palace
Lakshman Sagar

GOLDEN TRIANGLE
The 'Golden Triangle' combines India’s most famous sights - historic Delhi, the legendary Taj Mahal at Agra
and the Pink City of Jaipur. It may be covered in just six nights allowing plenty of time to add detours or
a visit to another area. The standard six night tour is offered in a number of price brackets from
homestays to luxury as there is plenty of accommodation options to choose from.
DAY 1
Arrive Delhi and stay for three
nights.

DAY 4
Take train to Agra for one
night. Agra sightseeing.

DAY 2-3
Sightseeing Old and New
Delhi.

DAYS 5
Transfer to Jaipur visiting
Fatehpur Sikri on the way.
Two nights in Jaipur.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Add a visit to Ranthambhore between Agra and Jaipur.
Add a trip to Bharatpur to visit the bird sanctuary.

GOLDEN TRIANGLE AND SHIMLA

This tour includes the Golden Triangle with Ranthambhore and
then takes you to Shimla (including a trip on the ‘toy train’).
We also have a tour that includes Shimla and Amritsar.

GOLDEN TRIANGLE AND KERALA

This tour includes the Golden Triangle and then you fly to
Cochin and see the highlights of Kerala – Cochin, Periyar,
Backwaters and Beach.

GOLDEN TRIANGLE WITH A TWIST

This tour includes the Golden Triangle and then takes you to
Churu (one of Rajasthan’s wonderful villages). Stay in a
heritage hotel and visit the surrounding area.
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DAY 6
Sightseeing in Jaipur.
DAY 7
Transfer to Delhi.

NORTHERN INDIA
DELHI

Delhi is India's capital city and has a major airport with good connections to the rest of the world as well
as other parts of India. It is consequently often the starting or finishing point of a holiday in North India.
There is a lot to see and do in this city so even repeat visitors will spend a night or two here. Places of
interest include Jama Masjid, Humayun's Tomb, Lodi Gardens, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, the Lutyens
government buildings, India Gate. A popular activity in Delhi is a bicycle rickshaw ride through the busy
bazaar at Chandni Chowk.

AGRA

The busy city of Agra is where the Taj Mahal is located. Built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan it is a
memorial to his beloved wife – Mumtaz Mahal. The mausoleum is made of white marble inlaid with
intricate designs of semi-precious stones. Other places to visit in Agra include Agra Fort, Itimad-ud-Daulah
(the Baby Taj) and Sikandra (Akbar’s Mausoleum). Most hotel in the city are large and top range – but it is
possible to stay at Chambal.

VARANASI

One of India’s oldest cities – there has been a settlement here for more than 2000 years. Hindu pilgrims
come from all over India to bathe in the holy waters of the River Ganges from the ghats of Varanasi.
Visitors can watch all the activities along the shoreline from a boat in the river. Sarnath (12 km from
Varanasi) may be visited as a day trip. This is where the Buddha delivered his first sermon in 528 BC.

Accommodation options:
Delhi:
Imperial Hotel
The Claridges
Maidens Hotel
Colonel’s Retreat
Haveli Dharampura

Agra:
Oberoi Amarvilas
Gateway Hotel
Trident Hotel
The Coral Tree
Chambal Safari Lodge
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Varanasi:
Suryauday Haveli
Brijrama Palace
Ganges View
Tree of Life
Guleria Kothi

NORTHERN DELIGHTS
This 12 night tour starts in Delhi and then takes you to the far North West to experience the famous
Border Closing Ceremony at Wagah. Visit Amritsar and the wonderful Golden Temple before transferring to
Dharamsala. You then visit Palampur and Shimla before taking the 'toy train' back down to Delhi.
DAY 1
Arrive Delhi. Three nights in
Delhi.
DAY 2-3
Sightseeing in Old and New
Delhi.
DAY 4
Take train to Amritsar. That
evening attend the Wagah
border closing ceremony and
the Palki Sahib ceremony at
the Golden Temple. Two
nights in Amritsar.

DAY 5
Day of sightseeing in Amritsar
including the Golden Temple
and Jalianwala Bagh.
DAY 6
Transfer to Dharamsala. Two
nights at Dharamsala.
DAY 7
Sightseeing in Dharamsala.
DAY 8
Transfer to Palampur for two
nights.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Extend the tour by visiting Agra to see the Taj Mahal.
It may be possible to fly directly to Amritsar from the UK.
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DAY 9
Local activities in Palampur.
DAY 10
Transfer to Shimla. Two
nights in Shimla.
DAY 11
Sightseeing in Shimla.
DAY 12
Travel on the ‘toy train’ and
main line train to Delhi. One
night in Delhi.
DAY 13
Transfer to Delhi Airport.

AMRITSAR

Amritsar in the Punjab was founded in 1577 by Guru Ram Das and is best known as being home to the
beautiful Golden Temple, the spiritual centre of the Sikh religion. This shrine is said to attract more
visitors than the Taj Mahal. While at Amritsar you can also visit Jalianwala Bagh (Garden) the scene of the
1919 massacre by British soldiers under the command of General Dyer. Amritsar is known for its food and
culture.

LUCKNOW

Lucknow is the state capital of Uttar Pradesh and famous for its food. Most of Lucknow’s monuments are
along the southern bank of the Gomti River including Bara Imambara, Chhota Imambara and The
Residency.

SHIMLA

Shimla (at an altitude of 2,205 m) is the capital of Himachal Pradesh and is India's largest and most wellknown hill station. The cool climate and dramatic scenery make it a popular destination. The town centre
(The Mall) is compact and best visited on foot. You can travel to Shimla from Delhi by train - the first leg
(to Kalka) is by main line train and the second leg (taking almost 5 hours) is on a narrow gauge 'toy' train.
The line was completed in 1903 and has 103 tunnels and 24 bridges.

RISHIKESH & HARIDWAR

The twined cities of Rishikesh and Haridwar in
Uttarakhand are a busy pilgrimage destinations
(with temples lining the banks of the Ganges). It is
also well known to tourists who want to practice
yoga and meditation. It was here the Beetles came
in 1968 to meet the Maharishi. Rishikesh is a
vegetarian and teetotal place and has also banned
the local vendors from using plastic bags.

DHARAMSALA

Dharamsala (at 1,457 m) and the surrounding
villages set in the beautiful Kangra Valley of
Himachal Pradesh are a popular destination.
Dharamsala is the home of the Dalai Lama.

CORBETT NATIONAL PARK

Named after the hunter turned conservationist Jim Corbett, this National Park in Uttarakhand was India's
first. It has a diverse variety of fauna (50 species of mammal including the Bengal tiger, 580 birds and 25
reptiles) and almost 500 different plant species.
Accommodation options:
Amritsar:
Ranjit’s Svaasa
Taj Swarna
Hyatt

Shimla:
Wildflower Hall (Oberoi)
The Oberoi Cecil
Clarkes Hotel

Lucknow:
Taj – Gomti Nagar
Lebua

Rishikesh & Haridwar:
Haveli Hari Ganga
Glasshouse on the Ganges
Ananda in the Himalayas
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Dharamsala area:
Chonor House
The Lodge at Wah
Taragarh Palace
The Judge’s Court
Corbett NP:
Jim’s Jungle Retreat

TREASURES OF WEST INDIA
This tour features a fascinating combination of the hustle and bustle of one of India’s largest cities, time
in the hill station of Matheran, the caves of Ellora and Ajanta and ending with time on the beach in Goa.
DAY 1
Arrive Mumbai. Three nights
in Mumbai.

DAY 5
Full day in Matheran to
explore the area.

DAY 2
Slum tour followed by
sightseeing tour of Mumbai.

DAY 6
Return to Mumbai and take
the train to Aurangabad.
Three nights in Aurangabad.

DAY 3
Day at leisure.
DAY 4
Transfer to the hill station of
Matheran. By car followed by
toy train or horse. Two nights
in Matheran.

DAY 7
Day trip to Ellora Caves.
DAY 8
Day trip to Ajanta Caves.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Extend the tour by visiting Hampi.

[34]

DAY 9
Transfer to Aurangabad
Airport. Fly to Goa. Four
nights in Goa.
DAY 10 - 13
At leisure.
DAY 14
Transfer to Goa Airport.

WESTERN INDIA
MUMBAI

Mumbai (Bombay) is India's commercial capital. Mumbai Airport (30 kms north of the city centre) is a
major hub airport so many people pass through this vibrant city. Mumbai is a busy, noisy and extremely
crowded city - but there is much to attract the short stay visitor including the Gateway of India, Victoria
Terminus, Colaba Market, the dhobi ghats, the Dabbawallahs of Churchgate Station, Elephanta Island and
a tour of the Bollywood film studios.

MATHERAN

Matheran in the Sahyadri range is Mumbai's closest hill station. Vehicles are banned within the town so it
is a place where people walk, horse ride or take a hand-pulled rickshaw. Getting there requires a trip on
India's least well know hill railways - or by horseback.

AURANGABAD

Named after Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb
- this city is surrounded by many
historical monuments including the
Ajanta Caves and Ellora Caves which are
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. It is a
pleasant town with a range of hotels.
Ajanta Caves - created between the 1st
century BC and 5th century AD. There
are 28-30 caves and they contain both
sculptures and paintings.
Closed Mondays.
Ellora Caves. The carving in these
caves is amongst the best in India.
They were built between the 5th
century and 10th century, originally thought to be Buddhist caves but it is now known that some of the
early caves are Hindu and some are also Jain.
Closed Tuesdays.

TADOBA NATIONAL PARK

Tadoba National Park (also known as Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve) is one of Maharashtra's oldest and
largest (1,727 sq km) national parks. There is a good population of tigers within the park and safaris are in
open Jeeps. Tadoba is a dry area which means none of the hotels have an alcohol licence.
Accommodation options:
Mumbai:
Taj Mahal Palace and Tower
The Oberoi
The Trident
Waterstones
The Abode
Harbour View Hotel

Matheran:
Dune Barr House
Aurangabad:
Taj – Aurangabad
Keys Hotel the Aures
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Tadoba:
Bamboo Forest Safari Lodge
Svasara Jungle Lodge

GLIMPSES OF GUJARAT
This 12 night tour of Western India starts and finishes in Mumbai which means customers from the UK can
take direct flights. Highlights include a chance of seeing wild lions at Sasan Gir, the fort and beach at Diu
(an island off Gujarat) and the amazing Jain pilgrimage site at Palitana.
DAY 1
Arrive Mumbai. Two nights in
Mumbai.
DAY 2
Sightseeing tour of Mumbai.
DAY 3
Transfer to airport and fly to
Rajkot. Drive to Sasan Gir.
Two nights Sasan Gir.
DAY 4
Safaris into the park.
DAY 5
Transfer by car to Diu. Two
nights at Diu.

DAY 6
Visit the old town.

DAY 11
Sightseeing in Ahmedabad.

DAY 7
Transfer to Bhavnagar. Three
nights at Bhavnagar.

DAY 12
Transfer to airport and fly to
Mumbai. One night in
Mumbai.

DAY 8
Day trip to visit the Jain
temples at Palitana.
DAY 9
Visit the Brahma Kund at
Sihor.
DAY 10
Drive to Ahmedabad visiting
Lohal on the way. Two nights
at Ahmedabad.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Spend more time at Sasan Gir.
From Mumbai add a visit to Ajanta and Ellora and/or Matheran
Fly to Delhi instead of Mumbai at the end.
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DAY 13
Fly home.

GUJARAT
AHMEDABAD

Ahmedabad is the commercial capital of Gujarat and was founded in 1411 by Sultan Ahmed Shah. Today it
has a booming textile industry and is becoming important in the fields of education, IT and scientific
industries. Amongst the modern offices and shopping malls you can still find a maze of narrow alleys lined
with wooden houses.

GIR FOREST

Gir Forest National Park (also known as Sasan Gir) in Gujarat was established in 1965 and covers an area of
1412 sq km. It is the last remaining habitat of the Asiatic lion. Wild lions dropped to around 15 in the early
1900's when they became a protected species. The census in 2005 recorded 52 and the last census in April
2010 recorded 411. This makes this park one of the most important protected places in Asia. Sasan Gir
also has the highest population of leopards of any park in India - making it one of the best places to see
big cats.

THE LITTLE RANN OF KUTCH

The unique landscape of vast featureless plain encrusted with salt is the only place in the world where you
will see the Asiatic Wild Ass. Blackbuck, blue bull and the rare Indian wolf and desert fox are also here.

CULTURAL CENTRES OF GUJARAT

Bhavnagar is the base for visiting Palitana with its magnificent temple complex spread across Shatrunjaya
Hill. Some of the 1,000 Jain temples date back to the 11th century. Gondal was a former capital of
Gujarat. Diu is an island off the coast offering beach as well as a fort.

Accommodation options:
Ahmedabad:
House of MG
Divan’s Bungalow
French Haveli

Sasan Gir:
The Gateway Hotel
Kutch:
Rann Riders
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Bhavnagar:
Nilmbagh Palace

CENTRAL AND EAST INDIA
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh in the centre and West Bengal, Odisha,
Sikkim, Bihar, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura in the East.
This is the area of India least visited by tourists. The region has a number
of National Parks and is home to some of India's most endangered wildlife
(including the one-horned rhinoceros and Bengal tiger). Many of the states
are very rural, forested and home to tribal groups. It also includes some of
India’s poorest states. The North East Hill states are mountainous and
rural. This is an area to visit if you like to get off the main tourist track and
are interested in wildlife or tribal culture.
MADHYA PRADESH & CHHATTISGARH – these two large central Indian states are land
locked. Madhya Pradesh is known as the heart of India. It has a rich cultural heritage
and some of the best National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries in the whole of India.
There are a number of domestic airports and good rail links. Chhattisgarh is still
developing its tourist infrastructure and is currently a great place to visit if you are
interested in tribal culture.
WEST BENGAL – divided at partition, the Indian part of Bengal includes some of the
Ganges delta and a thin strip of land bordering Bangladesh and running as far north as
Sikkim. Kolkata is the state capital. In the south is the Sunderbans – a forest in the vast
delta of three rivers running into the Bay of Bengal. In the north is Darjeeling – the tea
growing area and Kalimpong the hill station.
SIKKIM – the tiny state of Sikkim has valleys and terraced rice fields surrounded by
mountains including Kanchenjunga the third highest in the world. Sikkim was an
independent Kingdom, became a Princely State of British India during the Raj and in
1975 became India’s 22nd State. 35% of the land mass is Kanchenjunga National Park – a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
ODISHA – 30% of this state (previously known as Orissa) is forested. Odisha has the
largest number of tribes (62) in India – they make up 24% of Odisha’s population. The
World Heritage site of Konark (the Sun Temple) is on Odisha’s coast.
BIHAR & JHARKHAND – Bihar contains the important Buddhist pilgrimage site of
Bodhgaya where the Buddha achieved enlightenment sitting under and Bodhi Tree. The
state capital is Patna. The southern section of Bihar was ceded in 2000 to form the new
state of Jharkhand - one of India’s poorest states.
NORTH EASTERN HILL STATES – including Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. This is a distinct area due to it geography –
landlocked with just a narrow corridor connecting it to the rest of India. There is
considerable ethnic and religious diversity within the seven states and much of the
population of this area is tribal with their own languages. The main religions of the area
are Hinduism and Christianity. Tea is a major crop and the states are heavily forested
due to the plentiful rainfall. The region is home to some of India's most endangered
wildlife (including the one-horned rhinoceros and Bengal tiger).
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THE HEART OF INDIA
This 15 night tour is a fusion of heritage sites and wildlife experiences, while staying in some wonderful
properties. Witness some of India's iconic destinations, such as Delhi, Bhopal, Orchha, Khajuraho and
Varanasi. This tour also gives you plenty of opportunity to explore the national parks of Satpura and
Panna.
DAY 1
Arrive Delhi for one night.
Sightseeing.

DAY 7
Transfer to Bhopal Station,
and catch a train to Orchha.
Two nights at Orchha.

DAY 2
Transfer to Delhi airport and
fly to Bhopal. Two nights at
Bhopal.

DAY 8
Orchha sightseeing.

DAY 3
Bhopal sightseeing and
heritage walk.

DAY 9
Transfer to Panna. Afternoon
Safari. Four nights at Sarai at
Toria.

DAY 4
Transfer to Satpura for three
nights. Afternoon Safari.

DAY 10
Morning and afternoon safaris
into Panna.

DAY 5-6
Morning and afternoon safaris
(and one night safari) into
Satpura.

DAY 11
At leisure. Further safaris may
be booked locally if required.

DAY 12
Half day excursion to
Khajuraho.
DAY 13
Fly from Khajuraho to
Varanasi. Evening Aarti
Ceremony. Two nights at
Varanasi.
DAY 14
Sunrise boat trip and
afternoon excursion to
Sarnath.
DAY 15
Morning at leisure. Afternoon
fly to Delhi. Overnight at an
airport hotel.
DAY 16
Transfer to Delhi Airport.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
On arrival spend more time in Delhi.
Add the Golden Triangle to the tour - Agra & Jaipur.

WILDLIFE OF CENTRAL INDIA

If your interest is for wildlife only this tour is for you. It includes the five
best National Parks of Central India – Tadoba, Pench, Kanha, Bandhavgarh
and Panna.

TEMPLES AND TIGERS

This 14 night tour includes the wildlife
sanctuaries of Ranthambhore, Bandhavgarh
and Kanha as well as the cultural sites of
Delhi, Agra, Orchha, Khajuraho and Varanasi.
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CENTRAL INDIA
KHAJURAHO

The small village of Khajuraho is famous for its beautifully carved Hindu temples. The temples were
abandoned for thousands of years and were immaculately restored and are now a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. The temples at Khajuraho are the largest group of medieval Hindu and Jain temples to be found in
India and are famous for their erotic sculpture.

GWALIOR

This city is in the north of the state of Madhya Pradesh and is dominated by a Fort considered to be one of
the finest hilltop forts of India - a sandstone citadel with temples and palaces. Also to be seen in the city
is the Jai Vilas Palace, rock-cut Jain sculptures etc. Although less than 120 kms from Agra and with good
rail links, this city sees few foreign visitors.

ORCHHA

This is a delightful small town which was once an ancient capital city. The streets are full of ancient
palaces, temples, chhatris (cenotaphs), lively markets and friendly people. The town is small enough to
wander around and get a feel for. It is a good place to break a journey between Agra and Khajuraho or the
National Parks of Madhya Pradesh.

NATIONAL PARKS

Madhya Pradesh has some of the best National
Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries in the whole of
the country.
BANDHAVGARH supports one of the highest
densities of tigers anywhere in the world and
its open terrain means that sightings are fairly
common.
KANHA is one of India’s largest parks (over
2,000 sq kms) and is home to 22 species of
mammal including tigers.
PANNA has a variety of wildlife including tigers
and gharials. Panna is quite close to Khajuraho
so both culture and wildlife can be experienced from this area.
PENCH is a smaller park but said to have good numbers of tiger.
SATPURA has not been open to visitors for as long as the others and is good for animal sightings.
TADOBA in Maharashtra is close to Pench so may be included in a wildlife tour.
Accommodation options:
Khajuraho/Panna:
The Saria at Toria
The Lalit Temple View
Pashan Garh

Bandhavgarh:
Kings Lodge
Samode Safari Lodge
Bandhav Vilas

Gwalior:
Usha Kiran Palace

Kanha:
Singinawa Jungle Lodge
Taj Banjar Tola

Orchha:
Amar Mahal
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Tadoba:
Bamboo Forest
Pench:
Taj Baghvan
Satpura:
Reni Pani Jungle Lodge
Forsyth Lodge

SPLENDOURS OF EASTERN INDIA
This interesting tour includes the highlights of Eastern India (including Darjeeling and Sikkim) with a good
mix of cultural/sightseeing as well as walking and dramatic scenery.
DAY 1
Arrive Kolkata. Two nights in
Kolkata.
DAY 2
Sightseeing in Kolkata.
DAY 3
Fly to Bagdogra in the far
north of West Bengal.
Transfer to Samthar for three
nights.
DAY 4
Sightseeing in Samthar.
DAY 5
Sightseeing in the area to see
the Lepcha and Nepali
hamlets and surrounding
forests – including a trek to
the 100 year old Lepcha
temple.

DAY 6
Transfer to Kalimpong for one
night. Sightseeing in
Kalimpong.
DAY 7
Transfer to Gangtok in Sikkim.
Three nights at Gangtok.
DAY 8
Sightseeing in the local area.
DAY 9
Excursion to Changu Lake.
DAY 10
Transfer to Pelling also in
Sikkim for one night.
DAY 11
Morning of sightseeing
followed by a transfer to
Darjeeling in West Bengal.
Three nights in Darjeeling.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Cut the trek to Lepcha and reduce the time spent in Samthar.
Add a visit to the Sunderbans National Park.

WILDLIFE TOUR

If your interest is mainly wildlife – then we can devise a tour including as
many of the National Parks you would like to visit without stopping at
the places of cultural interest.
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DAY 12
Ride the toy train from
Darjeeling down to Ghoom.
Visit the museum and then
return to Darjeeling by car.
Sightseeing in Darjeeling in
the afternoon.
DAY 13
Day of sightseeing in the area
including Ghoom Monastery
and Tibetan Refugee Centre.
DAY 14
Transfer to Bagdogra Airport
and fly to Kolkata. One night
in Kolkata.
DAY 15
Transfer to Kolkata Airport.

WEST BENGAL
KOLKATA

Calcutta (as it used to be called) was India's capital during the Raj and is now West Bengal's state capital
and a much-maligned city - although spend a little time here and you will discover a fascinating city.
Places to see in Kolkata include the Hooghly River and the Howrah Bridge spanning it, the Maidan (the
heart of the city), Victoria Memorial, the Indian Museum, Dalhousie Square, Mother Teresa's home, Jain
Temples and a number of churches and markets.

HILL STATIONS OF WEST BENGAL

Darjeeling and Kalimpong in the far North of West Bengal offer visitors an escape from the steamy heat of
the plains. Darjeeling is most famous for its tea and the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway – a narrow gauge
train that has UNESCO World Heritage Site status. At an altitude of 2,134 m Darjeeling has stunning view
of the surrounding Kanchenjunga range. Kalimpong is a hill station 50 kms east of Darjeeling. Its pleasant
climate and convenient position for a number of tourist locations makes it a popular tourist location. The
remote village of Samthar provides the best view of Kanchenjunga (the third highest mountain in the
world). Bagdogra is the nearest airport.

THE SUNDERBANS

The Sunderban forest lies in the vast delta on the Bay of Bengal formed by the confluence of the three
rivers. It is the largest single block of tidal mangrove forest in the world and became a UNESCO World
Heritage site in 1997. The area is known for the Royal Bengal Tiger as well as numerous fauna including
species of birds, spotted deer, crocodiles and snakes.

Accommodation options:
Kolkata:
Oberoi Grand
Lalit Great Eastern
Taj Bengal
Fairlawn
Pipal Tree Hotel

Darjeeling:
Glenburn Tea Estate
Windamere Hotel
The Elgin
Kalimpong:
Silver Oaks
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Samthar:
Samthar Farmhouse
Sunderbans:
Sunderban Tiger Camp

SIKKIM

Situated to the north of West Bengal Sikkim is boarded by Bhutan to the East, Nepal to the West
and China (Tibet) to the north. Its valleys and terraced rice fields are surrounded by mountains.

GANGTOK

Gangtok is the capital and largest town of Sikkim and the centre of Sikkim's tourism industry. It is located
in the eastern Himalayan range and has an altitude of 1,437 m giving it a pleasant temperature throughout
the year. It is a popular destination for people wanting to trek in the area - although the range of
accommodation and other facilities does not reflect the number of international visitors passing through.

PELLING

This quiet Sikkim town is the gateway to walking in this area. It has views to the glaciers and peaks of
Kanchenjunga.
Accommodation options:
Gangtok:
Elgin Nor-Khill
Mayfair Resort

Pelling:
Elgin Mount Pandim
The Chumbi Mountain Retreat

ODISHA

Odisha is on India's Eastern coast just south of West Bengal. Over 30% of the state is covered by
forest and many tribal groups still live in the state. Odisha has the largest number of tribes (62)
constituting 24% of the total population of the state. The tribes are mainly concentrated in the
Eastern Ghats range of hills.

BHUBANESWAR

Bhubaneswar the state capital of Odisha and largest city with a long history extending back more than
2000 years to the Chedi dynasty. Bhubaneswar has magnificent sculptures and architecture alongside a
large number (over 600) of Hindu temples making it a great religious centre.

PURI & KONARK

Puri (also called Jagannath Puri) 60 kms south of Bhubaneswar is a popular beach resort as well as
attracting visitors for its temples - the most famous being the Jagannath Temple built in the 11th century.
Nearby Konark, home to the famous Buddhist Sun Temple - is both a World Heritage Site and one of India's
Seven Wonders. The temple takes the form of a chariot and is heavily decorated.

GOPALPUR

Gopalpur grew from an obscure little fishing village to a prominent trading port during the days of the
British East India Company. It was a useful commercial port as the trade in rice from Burma expanded.
These days Gopalpur has reverted to being a quiet place with a distinct charm and one of India's most
sought after beaches.
Accommodation options:
Bhubaneswar:
Mayfair Lagoon
Trident Hotel

Puri:
Mayfair Heritage
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Gopalpur:
Mayfair Palm Beach Resort

TRIBAL VILLAGES OF ODISHA
This fascinating 14 night tour starts in the city of Kolkata and then travels south through the state of
Odisha. You will visit tribal villages and markets on the way. The accommodation in Odisha is limited so
hotels used are simple but this tour provides a rare opportunity to experience local cultures and the
ethnic people of the area.
DAY 1
Arrive Kolkata. Three nights
in Kolkata.

DAY 7
Transfer to Gopalpur. Visit an
Odisha village on the way.

DAY 2-3
Sightseeing in Kolkata.

DAY 8
Transfer to Rayagada (for two
nights) visiting traditional
villages on the way.

DAY 4
Train to Bhubaneshwar. Two
nights in Bhubaneshwar.
DAY 5
Sightseeing in the local area.
DAY 6
Transfer to Puri for one
night. Visit the Sun Temple
at Konark.

DAY 9
Visit local villages and
markets.
DAY 10
Transfer to Jeypore via
Chatikona visiting markets on
the way. Must be a
Wednesday. Two nights in
Jeypore.

ADAPTATIONS TO THIS TOUR
Visit the Araku Valley between Jeypore and Vizag.
Add a visit to the Sunderbans National Park.
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DAY 11
Visit a local market. This must
be on Thursday to see the
weekly market.
DAY 12
Transfer to Vizag visiting a
local market on the way. One
night in Vizag.
DAY 13
Transfer to Visakhapatnam
Airport. Flight to Kolkata.
One night in Kolkata.
DAY 14
Transfer to Kolkata airpor

NORTH EASTERN HILL STATES

This section includes the hill states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. This is a distinct area due to its geography – just a narrow
corridor to the rest of India and surrounded by the countries of Bangladesh, China, Bhutan,
Burma and Nepal. There is considerable ethnic and religious diversity within the seven states (of
which Arunachal Pradesh and Assam are the largest).

BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER

The mighty Brahmaputra has some 1,750 miles of navigable river passing through some of the most scenic
parts of India including a number of National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. Cruises are offered along this
river.

SHILLONG

Shillong was the capital of Assam until it was divided in 1972. It is now the capital of Meghalaya - one of
India's smallest states. It stands at an altitude of 1,500 m and the rolling hills surrounding it are said to
have reminded the early settlers of Scotland. Sightseeing in Shillong usually includes Ward's Lake, Don
Bosco Church, Shillong Peak, Elephant Falls and the local market. Not far from Shillong is Cherrapunjee
the second wettest place on earth and the traditional capital of the Khasi tribal people.

GUWAHATI

Guwahati is the largest city in the north-east region and as it also has an airport with connections to many
other Indian airports. Dispur, the capital of Assam is located within the city of Guwahati. The city is
situated between the Brahmaputra River and the foothills of the Shillong Plateau.

NATIONAL PARKS

Kaziranga National Park (430 sq km) in Assam is a World Heritage Site and home to some of India's most
endangered animals. It hosts two-thirds of the world's Great One-horned Rhinoceroses and has the highest
density of tigers living in a protected area in the world. It is also an important bird area. Nameri NP also
in Assam shares its northern border with Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary and together the area of this park is
over 1,000 sq km. Animals include elephant, tiger, leopard, dhole, pygmy hog, sloth and Himalayan black
bear and over 300 species of bird. Manas NP is considered to be one of India's most beautiful and is a
World Heritage Site. It is situated on the Assam-Bhutan border in the foothills of the Himalayas. This park
is home to three rare animals - the pygmy hog, the hispid hare and the golden langur and a number of
endangered species including clouded leopards, civet cat, fishing cat, golden cat, tiger, Indian fox, onehorned rhinoceros, Himalayan black bear.
Accommodation options:
Brahmaputra Cruises:
Assam Bengal Navigation
MV Mahabaahu

Guwahati:
Vivanta by Taj
Hotel Dynasty

Shillong:
Ri Kynjai Hotel
Royal Heritage Tripura Castle

Kaziranga:
Diphlu River Lodge
Infinity Resort

Nameri:
Wild Mahseer
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Manas:
Bansari Lodge

WHY BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY WITH US?
All our holidays are individually tailored to suit your needs.
You decide how long, when, where, airline, activities, accommodation, budget.
We are true specialists – knowledgeable, small and independent.
We only arrange holidays in India because that is our passion. We offer a high level of service - both in the
UK and in India.
We offer the widest range of choices.
We don’t just stick to the ‘safe options’ or mass tourist destinations. We make a point of seeking out
different places for our customers to visit. We offer accommodation from the luxury through heritage and
boutique hotels to small guesthouses and homestays.
We provide full financial protection.
We have ATOL and are members of ABTA (see page 4 or our website for details).
We are recommended.
We have been operating since 1998 and the majority of our bookings are repeat customers and referrals
(from friends, family or travel agents).
We are responsible.
We have been committed to sustainable travel and fair trade since our inception. We are members of
Responsible Travel.
We are British.
We are a UK registered company and all our staff are British - so we see India as a visitor not as a local.
Most Indian specialists are either based in India or have Indian ownership and staff. We adhere to UK
travel rules and regulations.
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FINANCIAL SECURITY

We are a member of ABTA which means you have the benefit of ABTA's assistance
and know that we operate within their Code of Conduct. Many of the travel
arrangements that we sell are protected in case of the financial failure of the
travel company. Please ask us about the protection that applies to your booking.
Our ABTA Membership number is Y5454. For further information about ABTA, the
Code of Conduct and the arbitration scheme available to you if you have a complaint, contact:
ABTA, 30 Park Street, London SE1 9EQ. Tel: 020 3117 0500
www.abta.com/find-a-holiday/member-search/verify/Y5454
All the flight-inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL
scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and
check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on
it. Only flight-inclusive holidays are covered under ATOL. If you do not book flights with us
you will not receive an ATOL certificate and your booking will not be ATOL protected. Ask
us about alternative arrangements.
For further information visit the ATOL website at www.atol.org.uk
For information about the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLcertificate
If you are not booking flights through us your booking is insured by IPP Ltd and its
panel of insurers. This insurance is only valid for passengers who book and pay
directly with/to Kerala Connections Ltd. www.ipplondon.co.uk

VISAS & PERMITS

All visitors to India must have a visa. Most tourists are eligible for an eVisa. Applications must
be made and paid for in advance and if successful an ETA (Electronic Travel Authorisation)
will be granted. The ETA must be taken to India and the eVisa will be issued on arrival.
All our customers are given full information about the process and we have an eVisa
service available if you would like us to make the application on your behalf.
In addition to the Indian Visa, a permit is required to visit certain areas of India.
At the time of booking a holiday with us we will supply you with up-to-date information
about visas and permits.

ACCOMMODATION

We are able to book a wide range of accommodation and pride ourselves on being able to match our
customers’ requirements with accommodation to suit. We have only listed a small number of the
properties we offer in this brochure. For the full range please refer to our website where you will find a
description and photographs of the accommodation. Our website is regularly updated.

TRANSFERS

All transfers are individually arranged and at no time will you be grouped together with other customers.
Most transfers within India are by road but we are also happy to book trains and internal flights. For the
road travel we have a range of vehicles to accommodate you and your traveling companions. Some
transfers will entail a collection and delivery only, at other times the car and driver will remain with you
‘at your disposal’.

FLIGHTS

We can (and mostly do) book the flights for our customers. We work
with all scheduled airlines and will search for the best flight options
for your holiday. We only book flights as part of an inclusive package
and not offer flight only.

FAIR TRADE

Operating responsibly and fairly has been our ethos from the start.
We consider the environmental and cultural impact of tourism and
encourage our suppliers and customers to do the same. Our policy of
paying our Indian suppliers promptly means that we have good
relationships and sometimes we can get availability when others
can’t.
We are members of Responsible Travel – a match
making service that puts customers in touch with
the most suitable holiday provider to suit their
needs. All Responsible Travel members must provide evidence that
they are a responsible company.
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FURTHER INFORMATION
Our website www.keralaconnections.co.uk
Has two sections: South India and North India
There are accommodation options included on the website that we do not have space for here. Also, we
regularly amend the website adding new properties (and deleting if necessary).
If you would like to see what past customers think of our service – see the FEEDBACK on our website and
the Customer Testimonials on YouTube.
We can provide a detailed itinerary for all the suggested tours. Our customers are supplied with all the
information they need to make the most of a visit to this exciting and diverse part of the world.
HOW TO BOOK
Simply tell us what you want and leave the rest to us. We provide a detailed itinerary with the
accommodation suggested (with pros and cons), activities included and a map with our quotes. Further
details about the financial security, cancellation charges etc can be found on the tariff sheet and invoice.
TRAVEL INSURANCE
We do not sell travel insurance but we ask all our customers to ensure that they have adequate cover
before they depart on a holiday with us. Customers are sent a booking information form that must be
completed and returned to us before departure. This form asks for travel insurance details as well as an
emergency contact.
CONDUCT
It is your duty to behave responsibly and appropriately. If the staff of Kerala / India Connections, a resort
or our agents believe your conduct to be disruptive, dangerous or an annoyance to other customers,
employees or any other third party, we reserve the right to terminate your holiday. In these circumstances
we do not accept any liability for a refund, compensation or additional expenses incurred as a result. We
also believe that it is your duty to respect the culture of the local people, minimise damage to the
environment and wildlife of the area and not to waste the natural resources.
LIABILITY
We accept no
responsibility for the
failure of the airline, the
accommodation owners or
ground agents. In the
event that we should be
liable under any term of
the contract our liability
shall be limited to a
maximum of the price of
your holiday.
...AND FINALLY
Do not expect the standards of hygiene, maintenance and safety to be as they are at home. Bear in mind
that the safety standards with which the suppliers must comply are local standards and not British or
European.
PRIVACY POLICY
Your personal information is held securely. We never have and never will share your information with any
unrelated third parties. We need certain information in order to communicate with you and if you book a
holiday with us further information is required. Your date of birth and passport information is required by
airlines for the UK Border Force. It is also required for booking domestic flights, trains and safaris in
India. If you arrange your e-visa through us we need additional information such as your nationality,
occupation, names of parents etc. In order to operate your travel arrangements / apply for your India visa
this information needs to be disclosed to the suppliers and immigration authorities. By submitting this
information you are agreeing to us forwarding it to the necessary parties.
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